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under his leadership, the staff worked tire-
lessly to prepare the school for a return. The 
Sabine Pass School reopened in early Octo-
ber, missing only 17 days of instruction. 92 
perfect of the students were back on the first 
day. They were not just passing time, either. 
The School would receive exemplary status 
from the Texas Education Agency that year. 

After a 6-year tenure as Superintendent of 
the Sabine Pass ISD, Malcolm Nash is step-
ping down. Because of his courageous leader-
ship, he was named the Region 5 Super-
intendent of the Year for 2011–12 and is also 
in the running for the statewide title. Thanks to 
Mac’s leadership, Sabine Pass is a stronger, 
better place to live. 

The Sabine Pass School gets the name of 
the ‘‘Beacon of Hope,’’ but the citizens will 
never forget the light that Malcolm Nash 
shined on the entire community. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF MR. JOHN C. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Mr. John C. Fakan, the skip-
per of the historic USS COD Submarine Me-
morial. 

Mr. Fakan was born in Cleveland, Ohio on 
May 10, 1934. He grew up in Cleveland and 
attended John Marshal High School. John 
earned a bachelor’s degree in physics from 
Ohio University, a master’s degree in electrical 
engineering from Colorado State University, 
and a PhD in systems engineering, also from 
Colorado State University. Despite his edu-
cation in the sciences, John had interests in 
many areas. He served as the president of the 
Cleveland Philosophical Society and was a 
trustee of the Great Lakes Historical Society 
and the Historic Naval Ships Society. 

John led a life full of accomplishments that 
ranged from working as an aerospace engi-
neer for NASA’s Lewis Research Center in 
Brook Park, Ohio to founding the Medical Data 
Systems Corporation, located Northeast Ohio. 
Throughout his career, John helped develop 
technology used in moon landings and de-
signed quieter jet engines. He also worked on 
the Great Lakes Very High Frequency Com-
munications System technology that allowed 
for radio-telephone communication over the 
Great Lakes. 

Most recently, John had been known as the 
skipper of the USS COD Submarine Memorial, 
a warship that saw battle in both World War 
II and the Korean War. In 2011, John was 
awarded the Casper J. Knight, Jr. Award for 
his work restoring and maintaining the sub-
marine. 

I offer my condolences to his wife Helene; 
children, Stephen, Debra and Sandra; grand-
children, and five siblings. In addition to his 
family, John will be missed by the many peo-
ple whose lives he affected in his 78 incredible 
years. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring John C. Fakan, a leader and a 
role model in the Cleveland community. 
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OLYMPIC GOLD 
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OF FLORIDA 
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Tuesday, July 24, 2012 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Navy Lt. Brad Snyder, of St. 
Petersburg, Florida, who I not only have the 
honor and privilege to represent but who I ap-
pointed to the United States Naval Academy. 

Lieutenant Snyder is an American hero who 
lost his eye sight in Afghanistan while carrying 
out an extremely dangerous mission to protect 
the lives of his team in the field. 

Lieutenant Snyder is emblematic of the 
American volunteer spirit that is the corner-
stone of our Nation’s fighting force. As a 
record setting swimmer at Northeast High 
School in St. Petersburg, he informed me in 
2001 of his desire to attend the United States 
Naval Academy. 

‘‘I believe that to serve my country, and by 
attending the Naval Academy, I would be 
making the most of what I have been given by 
God,’’ Brad wrote to me in his candidate state-
ment. I was proud to nominate Brad in De-
cember 2001 and with his appointment, he 
joined the Class of 2006 in Annapolis during 
the summer of 2002. 

Brad was an outstanding Midshipman. He 
demonstrated his exceptional leadership skill 
as the Captain of the Navy Swim Team. His 
coaches, teammates, and fellow sailors all 
extolled his exceptional work ethic and ami-
able, trustworthy behavior. 

During his time at Annapolis, Brad learned 
of the mission of our explosive ordinance dis-
posal, EOD, teams, the fearless men and 
women who dismantle explosives and Impro-
vised Explosive Devices, IEDs, to protect 
Americans in the field, often endangering their 
own lives in the process. Brad decided that he 
wanted to volunteer for this dangerous assign-
ment. 

Lieutenant Snyder graduated in May 2006 
and became an Explosive Ordinance Officer. 
After a 6 month deployment to Iraq, Lieutenant 
Snyder was deployed to Afghanistan on April 
11, 2011. Despite his father’s passing while he 
was in Afghanistan, Lieutenant Snyder de-
cided to remain on deployment with his team. 
On September 7, 2011, the front of Lieutenant 
Snyder’s patrol team set off an IED. While 
providing aid, Lieutenant Snyder stepped on a 
pressure plate, detonating another unseen 
IED. The second blast inflicted severe burns 
and permanently blinded him. While recov-
ering at the Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center, Lt. Brad Snyder remained 
positive and focused on healing. 

Less than 2 months after losing his sight, 
Lieutenant Snyder returned to the swimming 
pool and swam several hundred meters on his 
first attempt. He continued to progress and 
train with the intent to serve his country, this 
time as a member of the U.S. Paralympics 
Swim Team. 

Just last month, Lieutenant Snyder fulfilled 
his dream and qualified for the team that will 
represent the United States in London later 
this summer. 

As I look back over Brad’s candidate state-
ment to me 11 years ago, I was struck by one 
of his life goals. Brad wrote, ‘‘Initially it was 
Olympic gold that I dreamed of, but as reality 
set in I realized that the military was a more 
realistic dream. Today I dream that I will be an 
officer in the best Navy the world has ever 
seen, and I hope that my contributions to the 
Navy can help it grow strong.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Lt. Brad Snyder has already 
achieved one of his goals—to be an officer in 
the best Navy the world has ever seen and to 
help it grow strong. He sacrificed his vision to 
protect his fellow sailors, soldiers, and Ma-
rines. It is my hope that my colleagues will join 
me in saying thank you to Lieutenant Snyder 
for the steep price he paid to protect our free-
dom and at the same time to wish him God 
speed as he sets off to London to achieve his 
next goal—to bring home gold from the 2012 
Paralympics. 

When I see the spirit and courage of Lt. 
Brad Snyder, I am confident that our nation is 
in good hands with a new generation of lead-
ers who understand the value of service and 
sacrifice. Our best wishes go out to him that 
a gold medal may be but one of many great 
achievements Brad achieves over his lifetime. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
C.W. BILL YOUNG, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC. 

CANDIDATE’S STATEMENT 

Young men and women who are selected 
for training at one or our Service Academies 
receive an outstanding and costly education 
at the expense of the United States Govern-
ment. Graduates are normally required to 
serve at least their five years after gradua-
tion. Congressman Young is most anxious to 
select young men and women who sincerely 
desire a service career and who fully intend 
to make it their life’s work. Therefore, appli-
cants for appointment to one of the Service 
Academies are requested to complete the fol-
lowing: 

I, Bradley W. Snyder, a candidate for ap-
pointment to one of the United States Serv-
ice Academies, do hereby certify that my ap-
plication is motivated primarily by a desire 
to serve my country as a career officer. I fur-
ther state that it is my intention, if ap-
pointed, to graduate from the Academy and 
make service in the Armed Forces of the 
United States my profession and career. I 
make this statement in good conscience and 
without mental reservation. Moreover. I 
want to serve my country as a career officer 
in the U.S. Navy because: (Please type in 
space below) 

The Naval Academy is one of the best in-
stitutions in the world, and has the most po-
tential for development in mind and char-
acter. I believe that to serve my country, 
and by attending the Naval Academy, I 
would be making the most out of what I have 
been given by God. As a young child I 
dreamed that perhaps one day, I could have 
the chance to represent the great country of 
the United States and be a part of it’s world 
dominance. Initially it was Olympic gold 
that I dreamed of, but as reality set in I real-
ized that the military was a more realistic 
dream. Today I dream that I will be an offi-
cer in the best Navy the world has ever seen, 
and I hope that my contribution to the Navy 
can help it grow stronger, 

Signature Bradley W. Snyder Date 09/06/01. 
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